CHAPTER XL

Am.

Ahi, whose personal name must have been Hasan, as all
the biographers say he was popularly known as Befilu Hasan,
that is, Hasan with the Mole (or Moles), l was born in the
village of Tirstinik near the famous town of Nicopolis. cAshiq,
who was for a time cadi or judge at Nicopolis, and who
never lost an opportunity of making investigations concerning
the poets whose biographer he meant to be, took advantage
of his residence in that town to collect authentic details
regarding Ahi's early life, details which his successors have
for the most part transferred to their own works.

Ahi's father, according to what cAshiq learned, was a
well-to-do merchant called Sidf Khoja. On his death, the
future poet, then a young man, continued to carry on his
business; but one day he received word that his mother,
whose name was Melek Qadin or Lady Angel, was about
to make a second marriage, and this so disgusted him that
without going back to the house or even taking anything
from his shop, he at once left the town, and without pro-
visions or means of any kind for the journey set forth for
Constantinople. After enduring many hardships he reached
the capital, and there, being clever and industrious, he began
to study for the learned profession. Making good use of

1 It will be remembeied that the East reckons a mole a beauty-spot.'